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Abstract

The “Media Literacy and Political Participation” study aims to
explore Bangkokians’ demographics, their political characteristics, their
approaches to political decision making, their political statuses, their
exposure to political news, their media literacy, their political participation
and variables that contribute to their political participation. This study
employs quantitative as well as survey researches and collects data
through questionnaires. The subjects—400 Bangkokians—complete
the questionnaires by themselves.

According to the study, most of the subjects are self-employed
females aged 25-27 and educated up to the bachelor level. Television is
the dominant channel for their political news consumption as election is
the subject they are most keen on being informed. Most of the subjects
strongly dislike politics. They make their own political decisions based
on information they gather from different media. As for their political
statuses, half of the subjects are followers who are highly media-literate.
Over the past year, the subjects’ political participation is demonstrated
most frequently through their engagement in political discussions.

The subjects with education below the bachelor level follow
political news less frequently than those with the bachelor's degree
education; and are also less media-literate. The subjects who seem
interested in and fond of politics are those who least frequently follow
news or keep politically informed. Meanwhile, the subjects who make
their own political decisions based on information they gather from
different media are those who follow news and keep politically informed

most frequently. They are also most media-literate.

Key Words : Media Literacy / Political Participant
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